
M P I

Works appropriately 
on independent tasks 

The student consistently 
works appropriately on 

independent tasks. 

The student needs 
some reminders to 

work appropriately on 
independent tasks. 

The student needs many 
reminders to work 
appropriately on 

independent tasks. 

Stays on task

The student consistently 
stays on task while 

completing an 
assignment.

The student needs 
some reminders to stay 

on task while 
completing an 
assignment.

The student needs many 
reminders to stay on task 

while completing an 
assignment.

Uses time wisely
The student consistently 
uses time wisely in the 

classroom.

The student needs 
some reminders to use 
their time wisely in the 

classroom.

The student needs many 
reminders to use time 

wisely in the classroom.

Follows directions The student consistently 
follows directions.

The student needs 
some reminders to 
follow directions.

The student needs many 
reminders to follow 

directions.

Organizes belongings

The student 
independently organizes 
their belongings in the 

classroom.

The student needs 
some reminders to 

organize their 
belongings in the 

classroom.

The student needs many 
reminders to organize their 

belongings in the 
classroom.

Puts forth best effort
The student consistently 

puts forth their best 
effort. 

The student needs 
some reminders to put 
forth their best effort. 

The student needs many 
reminders to put forth their 

best effort.

Completes satisfactory 
work on time

The student completes 
work in a timely and 
satisfactory manner.

The student needs 
some reminders to 
complete work in a 

timely and satisfactory 
manner.

The student needs many 
reminders to complete 
work in a timely and 
satisfactory manner.

Produces neat work The student consistently 
produces neat work.

The student needs 
some reminders to 
produce neat work.

The student needs many 
reminders to produce neat 

work.

Works 
appropriate
ly in large 

groups

The student works 
appropriately in large 

group settings.

The student needs 
some reminders to 

work appropriately in 
large group settings.

The student needs many 
reminders to work 

appropriately in large 
groups.

Writes 
legibly

The student consistently 
writes legibly in both 

cursive and print.

The student needs 
some reminders and 

models to write legibly 
in both cursive and 

print.

The student needs many 
reminders and models to 

write legibly in both 
cursive and print.

1st Grade Learner Qualities 



M P I

Pays attention
The student consistently 
pays attention to others 

and  to stays on task.

The student needs some 
reminders to pay attention to 

others and stay on task. 

The student needs many reminders to 
pay attention to others and stay on 

task. 

Displays a positive 
attitude

The student consistently 
shows a positive 

attitude.

The student needs some 
reminders to show a positive 

attitude.

The student does not display a 
positive attitude.

Demonstrates self-
control

The student consistently 
demonstrates self-

control. 

The student needs some 
reminders to demonstrate self-

control. 

The student needs many reminders to 
demonstrate self-control.

Assumes responsibility
The student consistently 
assumes responsibility 
for his/her behavior. 

The student needs some 
reminders to assume 

responsibility for his/her 
behavior. 

The student needs many reminders to 
assume responsibility for his/her 

behavior.  

Independently resolves 
a problem or conflict

The student consistently 
and independently 

resolves a problem or 
conflict. 

The student needs some 
reminders to resolve a problem 

or conflict. 

The student needs many reminders to 
resolve a problem or conflict. 

Respects adults, peers 
and property

The student consistently 
shows respect to adults, 

peers and property.

The student needs some 
reminders to show respect to 
adults, peers and property.

The student needs many reminders to 
show respect to adults, peers and 

property.

Obeys school rules The student consistently 
obeys school rules.

The student needs some 
reminders to obey school rules. 

The student needs many reminders to 
obey school rules.

Works cooperatively
The student consistently 

works cooperatively 
with others.

The student needs some 
reminders to work 

cooperatively with others.

The student needs many reminders to 
work cooperatively with others.

Writes legibly
The student consistently 

writes legibly in both 
cursive and print.

The student needs some 
reminders and models to write 

legibly in both cursive and 
print.

The student needs many reminders 
and models to write legibly in both 

cursive and print.

1st Grade Social Behaviors



E M P I

Explains the purposes of rules 
in the classroom and school 

community 
N/A Explains the purpose of rules in 

the classroom and school. 
Explains some of the purposes of 
rules in the classroom and school. 

Does not know the purposes of rules in the 
classroom and school. 

Identifies the value of 
firefighters, police officers, and 

emergency workers in the 
community 

N/A Explains the value of workers 
in the community 

Partially (requires adult promoting) 
explains the value of workers in the 

community. 

Cannot explain the value of workers in the 
community 

Identifies geographic tools N/A Identifies taught geographic 
tools 

Identifies some taught geographic 
tools. Cannot identify taught geographic tools

Identifies choice based on needs 
versus wants N/A Identifies choice based on 

needs versus wants
Identifies some choices based on 

needs versus wants.
Cannot identify choice based on needs versus 

wants. 

Explain why people of different 
cultures celebrate. N/A Explains why people of 

different cultures celebrate
Partially explains why people of 

different cultures celebrate
Cannot explain why people of different 

cultures celebrate

Identifies Americans who 
played a signficiant role in 

American Hisotry
N/A

Identifies taught Americans 
who played a signficiant role in 

American Hisotry

Identifies some taught Americans 
who played a signficiant role in 

American Hisotry

Cannot identify taught Americans who played 
a signficiant role in American History

Identifies landmarks and their 
significance N/A Identifies taught landmarks and 

their significance 
Identifies some taught landmarks and 

their significance
Cannot identify taught landmarks and their 

significance

1st Grade Social Studies



E M P I

Categorizes living and non-living 
things by their characteristics and 

their needs
N/A

Categorizes living and non-living 
things by their characteristics and their 

needs.

Categorizes living and non-living 
things by their characteristics or their 

needs.

Cannot categorize living and non-
living things by their characteristics 

and needs.

Observes and describes the 
properties of matter and how 

matter changes; knows that all 
things are made of matter

N/A

Observes and describes the properties 
of matter and how matter changes; 
knows that all things are made of 

matter.

Observes and describes 2 of the 
properties of matter and how matter 
changes; knows that some things are 

made of matter.

Observes and describes 1 or 0 
properties of matter and does not know 

matter changes; does not know all 
things are made of matter.

Explains that magnets attract and 
repel objects N/A Explains that magnets attract and repel 

objects.
Explains that a magnet attracts or 

repels objects.
Cannot explain that a magnet attracts 

and repels objects.

Identifies and describes biomes by 
their living and non-living 

characteristics
N/A

Identifies and describes biomes by 
their living and non-living 

characteristics.

Identifies and describes biomes by 
their living or non-living 

characteristics.

Cannot identify and describe biomes 
by their living and non-living 

characteristics.
Compares and describes 

composition of different soils N/A Compares and describes composition 
of different soils.

Compares or describes composition of 
different soils.

Cannot compare and describe 
composition of different soils.

Recognizes and understands the 
elements of scientific inquiry to 

solve problems
N/A

Recognizes and understands all 5 
elements of scientific inquiry 

(problem, hypothesis, procedures, data 
and observation, and conclusion) to 

solve problems.

Recognizes and understands 4 
elements of scientific inquiry 

(problem, hypothesis, procedures, data 
and observation, and conclusion) to 

solve problems.

Recognizes and understands 3 or fewer 
elements of scientific inquiry 

(problem, hypothesis, procedures, data 
and observation, and conclusion) to 

solve problems.
Experiments and explains what happens when 

two or more substances are combined and 
how properties of matter can be changed N/A

Independently compares and contrasts 
the different properties of matter and 

how it can be altered.

Compares and contrasts the different 
properties of matter and how it can be 

altered with assistance.

Unable to compare and contrast the 
different properties of matter or how it 

can be altered.

1st Grade Science



E M P I

Identifies individual sounds 
and syllables in words N/A

6/6 multisyllabic words clapped 
correctly.  Able to segment 

words at a rate of 40 sounds or 
more in a minute (PSF).

5/6 multisyllabic words clapped 
correctly.  Able to segment words at a 

rate of 25-39 sounds in a minute 
(PSF).

4/6 multisyllabic words clapped correctly.  
Able to segment words at a rate of less than 25 

sounds in a minute (PSF).

Manipulates words by 
adding, deleting and 

substituting beginning, 
middle and end sounds 

When presented with words the 
child is able to automatically 

manipulate the beginning, middle 
and end sounds for words in 

multiple syllable types

When presented with words the 
child is able to automatically 

manipulate the beginning, 
middle and end sounds for 

CVC words

When presented with CVC words the 
child is able to automatically 

manipulate the beginning and ending 
sounds.  The child is inconsistently 

able to manipulate the middle sound.

When presented with words the child is 
inconsistently able to manipulate the beginning 

and ending sounds

E M P I

Identifies individual sounds 
and syllables in words NA

6/6 multi-syllabic words 
clapped correctly.  Able to 

identify sounds in words with 
taught syllable types.

5/6 multi-syllabic words clapped 
correctly.  Inconsistently able to 

identify sounds in words with taught 
syllable types. 

4/6 or less multi-syllabic words clapped 
correctly.  Able to segment words at rate of 

less than 40 sounds in a minute.

Manipulates words by 
adding, deleting and 

substituting sounds in words 

When presented with words the 
child is able to automatically 

manipulate the beginning, middle 
and end sounds for words in 

taught and untaught syllable types  

When presented with words the 
child is able to automatically 

manipulate the beginning, 
middle and end sounds for 

words in taught syllable types  

When presented with words the child 
is inconsistently able to manipulate the 
beginning, middle and end sounds for 

words in taught syllable types  

When presented with words the child is unable 
to manipulate the beginning, middle and end 

sounds for words in taught syllable types

E M P I

Identifies individual sounds 
and syllables in words NA

When presented with words the 
child is unable to manipulate 

the beginning, middle and end 
sounds for words in taught 

syllable types

5/6 multi-syllabic words clapped 
correctly.  Inconsistently able to 

identify sounds in words with taught 
syllable types. 

4/6 or less multi-syllabic words clapped 
correctly.  Able to segment words at rate of 

less than 40 sounds in a minute.

Manipulates words by 
adding, deleting and 

substituting sounds in words 

When presented with words the 
child is able to automatically 

manipulate the beginning, middle 
and end sounds for words in 

taught and untaught syllable types  

When presented with words the 
child is able to automatically 

manipulate the beginning, 
middle and end sounds for 

words in taught syllable types  

When presented with words the child 
is inconsistently able to manipulate the 
beginning, middle and end sounds for 

words in taught syllable types  

When presented with words the child is unable 
to manipulate the beginning, middle and end 

sounds for words in taught syllable types

1st Grade Phonemic Awareness - 1st Marking Period 

1st Grade Phonemic Awareness - 2nd Marking Period 

1st Grade Phonemic Awareness - 3rd Marking Period



E M P I

Uses syllable types to decode words 
(read)

When presented 
with closed 

syllable words the 
child can 

accurately blend 
at least 4 or more 
words in a minute

When presented with 
closed syllable words the 

child can accurately 
blend at least 2-3 words 

in a minute 

When presented with 
closed syllable words the 

child can accurately 
blend at least 1 word in a 

minute 

When presented with closed 
syllable words the child can 
accurately state the sounds

Uses syllable types to encode words 
(spell)

When presented 
with taught and 

untaught patterns 
the child can 
independently 
spell words.

When presented with 
closed syllable words the 
child can independently 

spell words.

When presented with 
closed syllable words the 

child can  spell words 
with guidance. 

When presented with closed 
syllable words the child can not 

spell words. 

E M P I

Uses syllable types to decode words 
(read)

When presented 
with taught and 

untaught syllable 
types the child can 
automatically read 

the words 
consistently. 

When presented with 
closed syllable, open 

syllable and taught VCe 
patterns the child can 

read the words 
consistently. 

When presented with 
closed syllable words the 

child can consistently 
read them. Open syllable 
and taught VCe patterns 
are inconsistently read.

When presented with closed 
syllable, open syllable and 

taught VCe patterns the child 
can inconsistently read words.

Uses syllable types to encode words 
(spell)

When presented 
with  taught and 
untaught syllable 

types the child can 
independently 
spell words.

When presented with 
closed syllable, open 

syllable, and taught VCe 
syllable words the child 
can independently spell 

words.

When presented with 
closed syllable words the 
child can independently 

spell them.  Open 
syllable and taught VCe 
patterns are spelled with 

guidance. 

When presented with closed 
syllable, open syllable, and 

taught VCe patterns syllable 
types the child can not spell 

words.

E M P I

Uses syllable types to decode words 
(read)

When presented 
with taught and 

untaught syllable 
types the child can 
automatically read 

the words 
consistently. 

When presented with 
closed syllable, open 
syllable, VCe,vowel 

teams and r-controlled 
patterns the child can 

read the words 
consistently 

When presented with 
closed syllable, open 

syllable and VCe words 
the child can consistently 
read them. Vowel team 
and r-controlled words 
are inconsistently read

When presented with closed 
syllable, open syllable, VCe, 
vowel team, and r-controlled 

patterns the child can 
inconsistently read the words.

Uses syllable types to encode words 
(spell)

When presented 
with taught and 
untaught words 

the child can 
independtently 

spell words. 

When presented with 
closed syllable, open 
syllable, VCe,vowel 

teams and r-controlled 
patterns the child can 
independently spell 

words. 

When presented with 
closed syllable, open 

syllable and VCe words 
the child can 

independently spell them. 
Vowel team and r-

controlled words are 
spelled with guidance. 

When presented with closed 
syllable, open syllable, VCe, 
vowel team, and r-controlled 

patterns the child can not spell 
words. 

1st Grade Phonics Rubric - 1st Marking Period

1st Grade Phonics Rubric - 2nd Marking Period

1st Grade Phonics Rubric - 3rd Marking Period



E M P I

Monitor own reading and self 
corrects NA NA NA NA

Reads grade-level passages with 
automaticity to support 

comprehnesion
NA NA NA NA

Reads grade-level passages and 
demonstrates accuracy in oral 

reading
NA NA NA NA

Demonstrates phrasing, expression 
and attends to end punctuation NA NA NA NA

Recognizes and reads grade-level 
Dolch words

Reads all pre-primer and 
primer Dolch words.

Reads all pre-primer 
Dolch words.

Reads 1/2 of the pre-primer 
Dolch words.

Is not able to recognize and read 
pre-primer dolch words.

E M P I

Monitor own reading and self 
corrects NA

Consistently monitors 
their own reading and self-

corrects their mistakes.

Needs reminders from the 
teacher to consinuously 

monitor their own reading and 
slef-correct their mistakes. 

Unbale to monitor their own 
reading and self-correct 

mistakes.

Reads grade-level passages with 
automaticity to support 

comprehnesion

Able to read text fluently 
and automatically at a 
rate of greater than 34 

WCPM.

Able to read text fluently 
and automatically at ar 
ate of 23-33 WCPM.

Able to read text fluently and 
automatically at ar ate of 16-22 

WCPM.

Able to read text fluently and 
automatically at a rate of less 

than 0-15 WCPM.

Reads grade-level passages and 
demonstrates accuracy in oral 

reading

Demonstrates greater than 
86% accuracy in oral 

reading.

Demonstrates 78-85% 
accuracy in oral reading.

Demonstrates 68-77% accuracy 
in oral reading.

Demonstrates less than 0-67% 
accuracy in oral reading.

Demonstrates phrasing, expression 
and attends to end punctuation

NA
Consistently demonstrates 
phrasing, expression, and 
attends to end punctuaion.

Inconsistently demonstrates 
phrasing, expression and may not 

attend to end punctuaion.

Needs teacher erminders and 
modeling of text to demonstrate 

phrasing, expression and attend to 
end punctuation.

Recognizes and reads grade-level 
Dolch words

Reads all pre-primer, 
primer, and first grade 

Dolch words.

Reads all pre-primer and 
primer Dolch words. 

Reads all pre-primer and 1/2 of 
the primer Dolch words. Reads all pre-primer Dolch words.

E M P I

Monitor own reading and self 
corrects NA

Consistently monitors 
their own reading and self-

corrects their mistakes.

Needs reminders from the 
teacher to consinuously 

monitor their own reading and 
slef-correct their mistakes. 

Unbale to monitor their own 
reading and self-correct 

mistakes.

Reads grade-level passages with 
automaticity to support 

comprehnesion

Able to read text fluently 
and automatically at a 
rate of greater than 67 

WCPM.

Able to read text fluently 
and automatically at ar 
ate of 47-66 WCPM.

Able to read text fluently and 
automatically at ar ate of 32-46 

WCPM.

Able to read text fluently and 
automatically at a rate of less 

than 32 WCPM.

Reads grade-level passages and 
demonstrates accuracy in oral 

reading

Demonstrates greater than 
97% accuracy in oral 

reading.

Demonstrates 90-96% 
accuracy in oral reading.

Demonstrates 82-89% accuracy 
in oral reading.

Demonstrates less than 82% 
accuracy in oral reading.

Demonstrates phrasing, expression 
and attends to end punctuation

NA
Consistently demonstrates 
phrasing, expression, and 
attends to end punctuaion.

Inconsistently demonstrates 
phrasing, expression and may not 

attend to end punctuaion.

Needs teacher erminders and 
modeling of text to demonstrate 

phrasing, expression and attend to 
end punctuation.

Recognizes and reads grade-level 
Dolch words

Reads all pre-primer, 
primer, first grade, and 

second grade Dolch words.

Reads all pre-primer, 
primer, and first grade 

Dolch words. 

Reads all pre-primer, primer, and 
1/2 first grade Dolch words.

Reads all pre-primer and 1/2 primer 
Dolch words.

1st Grade Fluency Rubric - 1st Marking Period

1st Grade Fluency Rubric - 2nd Marking Period

1st Grade Fluency Rubric - 3rd Marking Period



E M P I
Word Parts N/A N/A N/A N/A

Pictures and Context 
Clues N/A

When decoding unknown words, 
student independently uses 

pictures and context clues to 
determine meaning.

When decoding unknown words, student, 
with guidance, uses pictures and context 

clues to determine meaning. 

When decoding unknown words, student, 
with guidance, is unable to determine 

meaning using pictures and context clues.

E M P I
Word Parts N/A N/A N/A N/A

Pictures and Context 
Clues N/A

When decoding unknown words, 
student independently uses 

pictures and context clues to 
determine meaning.

When decoding unknown words, student, 
with guidance, uses pictures and context 

clues to determine meaning. 

When decoding unknown words, student, 
with guidance, is unable to determine 

meaning using pictures and context clues.

E M P I

Word Parts

When decoding unknown words, 
student independently uses taught 

and untaught word parts to 
determine meaning.

When decoding unknown words, 
student independently uses taught 
prefixes and suffixes to determine 

meaning.

When decoding unknown words, student, 
with guidance, uses taught prefixes and 

suffixes to determine meaning. 

When decoding unknown words, student, 
with guidance, is unable to determine 

meaning using taught prefixes and suffixes.

Pictures and Context 
Clues N/A

When decoding unknown words, 
student independently uses 

pictures and context clues to 
determine meaning.

When decoding unknown words, student, 
with guidance, uses pictures and context 

clues to determine meaning. 

When decoding unknown words, student, 
with guidance, is unable to determine 

meaning using pictures and context clues.

First Grade Vocabulary Rubric - 2nd Marking Period

First Grade Vocabulary Rubric - 1st Marking Period

First Grade Vocabulary Rubric - 3rd Marking Period



E M P I
Identifies, defines and 
applies metacognitive 

thinking strategies 
before, during and after 

reading 

Identifies and applies metacognitive 
thinking strategies before, during 

and after reading in a text level of a 
DRA 8 or greater.

Identifies and applies 
metacognitive thinking strategies 

before, during and after reading  in 
a text level of a DRA 6.

Identifies and applies 
metacognitive thinking strategies 
before, during and after reading 
in a text level of a DRA 4 with 

the teacher's prompting.

Identifies and applies metacognitive 
thinking strategies before, during 

and after reading in a text level of a 
DRA 2.

Identifies elements in 
fiction text  

Identifies story elements from a text 
level of a DRA 8 or greater.

Identifies the story elements in a 
text level DRA 6.

Identifies the story elements from 
a text level of a DRA 4 with the 

teacher's prompting. 

Unable to identify story elements in 
a DRA 2 text. 

Identifies elements of 
non-fiction text

Identifies key ideas and facts in non-
fiction text from a text level of a 

DRA 8 or greater.

Identifies key ideas and facts in 
non-fiction text in a text level of a 

DRA 6.

Identifies key ideas and facts in 
non-fiction text in a text level of a 

DRA 4 with the teacher's 
prompting.

Identifies key ideas and facts in non-
fiction text in a text level of a DRA 

2.

Retells text N/A N/A N/A N/A

E M P I
Identifies, defines and 
applies metacognitive 

thinking strategies 
before, during and after 

reading 

Identifies and applies metacognitive 
thinking strategies before, during 

and after reading in a text level of a 
12 or greater.

Identifies and applies 
metacognitive thinking strategies 
before, during and after reading in 

a text level of a DRA 10.

Identifies and applies 
metacognitive thinking strategies 
before, during and after reading 

in a text level of a DRA 8.

Identifies and applies metacognitive 
thinking strategies before, during 

and after reading in a text level of a 
DRA 6.

Identifies elements in 
fiction text  

Identifies story elements from a text 
level of a DRA 12 or greater.

The student identifies the story 
elements in a text level of a DRA 

10.

The student identifies the story 
elements in a text level of a DRA 
8 with the teacher's prompting. 

The student identifies the story 
elements in a text level of a DRA 6 

with the teacher's prompting. 

Identifies elements of 
non-fiction text

Identifies key ideas and facts in non-
fiction text from a text level of a 

DRA 12 or greater.

Identifies key ideas and facts in 
non-fiction text in a text level of a 

DRA 10.

Identifies key ideas and facts in 
non-fiction text level of a DRA 8 

with the teacher's prompting.

Identifies key ideas and facts in non-
fiction text level of a DRA 6.

Retells text N/A N/A N/A N/A

E M P I
Identifies, defines and 
applies metacognitive 

thinking strategies 
before, during and after 

reading 

Identifies and applies metacognitive 
thinking strategies before, during 

and after reading in a text level of a 
DRA 18 or higher.

Identifies and applies 
metacognitive thinking strategies 

before, during and after reading  in 
a text level of a DRA 16.

Identifies and applies 
metacognitive thinking strategies 
before, during and after reading 

in a text level of a DRA 14.

Identifies and applies metacognitive 
thinking strategies before, during 

and after reading in a text level of a 
DRA 10.

Identifies elements in 
fiction text  

Identifies story elements from a text 
level of a DRA 18 or greater.

Identifies the story elements in a 
text level of a DRA 16.

Identifies the story elements in a 
text level of a DRA 14.

Identifies the story elements in a text 
level of a DRA 10 with the teacher's 

prompting. 

Identifies elements of 
non-fiction text

Identifies key ideas and facts in non-
fiction text from a text level of a 

DRA 18 or greater.

Identifies key ideas and facts in 
non-fiction text in a text level of a 

DRA 16.

Identifies key ideas and facts in 
non-fiction text in a text level of a 

DRA 14 with the teacher's 
prompting

Identifies key ideas and facts in non-
fiction text in a text level of a DRA 

10.

Retells text 
Retells 3 details from text in 

sequential order.
Retells 2 details from text in 

sequential order.
Retells 2 or more details from 
text not in sequential order.

Needs the teacher's prompting to 
retell text.

1st Grade Comp Rubric - 1st Marking Period

1st Grade Comp Rubric - 3rd Marking Period

1st Grade Comp Rubric - 2nd Marking Period



E M P I

Locates information and 
participates verbally in topic 

specific discussions
N/A

Engages as an attentive, responsive, 
interactive listener and participates in daily 

academic discussions  

Engages as an attentive, responsive, 
interactive listener some of the time, 
and participates in some of the daily 

academic discussions.

Rarely engages as an attentive, responsive, 
interactive listener, and rarely participates in the 

daily academic discussions  

E M P I

Locates information and 
participates verbally in topic 

specific discussions
N/A

Engages as an attentive, responsive, 
interactive listener; stays on topic during 
daily large and small group discussion.

Engages as an attentive, responsive, 
interactive listener most of the time, and 

participates in most of the daily 
academic discussions  

Engages as an attentive, responsive, interactive 
listener some of the time, and participates in 

some of the daily academic discussions.

E M P I

Locates information and 
participates verbally in topic 

specific discussions
N/A

Engages as an attentive, responsive, 
interactive listener; stays on topic during 

daily large and small group discussions; asks 
questions to clarify confusion; builds on 

others' talk by linking their comments to the 
discussion.

Engages as an attentive, responsive, 
interactive listener most of the time, and 

participates in most of the daily 
academic discussions  

Engages as an attentive, responsive, interactive 
listener some of the time, and participates in 

some of the daily academic discussions.

First Grade Speaking and Listening - 1st Marking Period

First Grade Speaking and Listening - 2nd Marking Period

First Grade Speaking and Listening- 3rd Marking Period



E M P I

Focus Writing relates to a single 
topic. 

Writing and illustrations relate to 
one another.  Writing and illustrations do not relate. No evidence of a topic.

Content
Writing sticks to a topic 

and includes two 
supporting details.

Writing sticks to a single topic and 
includes one supporting detail. Writes a simple sentence. No evidence of a topic.

Organization: Words 
Spaced appropriately N/A Consistently uses spacing between 

words.
Little evidence of spacing between 

words.
  No evidence of spacing between 

words.

Conventions of Writing

Uses capitalization and 
punctuation correctly in all 

sentences. All words are 
spelled correctly.

Uses capitalization and 
punctuation correctly in most 

sentences. Few spelling errors. 

Uses capitalization and punctuation 
correctly in some sentences. Some 

spelling errors. 

Uses no capitalization or punctuation 
. Many spelling errors.

E M P I

Focus Writing has a clear focus. Writing relates to a single topic. Writing does not relate to a single topic. No evidence of a topic.

Content
Writing sticks to a topic 

and includes 3 supporting 
details.

Writing sticks to a single topic and 
includes 2 supporting detail. 

Writes a simple sentence and includes 1 
supporting detail. Writes a simple sentence.

Organization of Writing 
Writes with a clear 

beginning, middle, and 
ending.

Writes with some organization, but 
no clear beginning, middle, and 

ending.
Writes with little organization of ideas. Writes with no organization of ideas.

Conventions of Writing

Uses proper capitalization 
and correct punctuation  

consistently. Sentences are 
well formed. All words are 

spelled correctly. 

Uses capitalization and 
punctuation correctly in most 

sentences. Sentence formation is 
adequate.  Few spelling errors. 

Uses capitalization and punctuation 
correctly in some sentences. Sentence 

formation is poor.  Some spelling 
errors. 

Uses no capitalization or 
punctuation. Many sentences are 
incomplete. Many spelling errors.

E M P I

Focus Writing has a sharp distinct 
focus

Writing describes and explains a 
single topic. 

Writing includes descriptions on more 
than one topic. No evidence of a topic.

Content
Writes a topic sentence 

with more than 4 
supporting details.

Writes a topic sentence with at 
least 4 supporting details.

Writes a topic sentence and includes 3 
supporting details. 

Writes a topic sentence and includes 
2 supporting details. 

Organization of Writing 
Writes with a clear, logical 

beginning, middle, and 
ending.

Writes with an acceptable 
beginning, middle, and ending.

Writes with some organization, but no 
clear beginning, middle, and ending. Writes with no organization of ideas.

Conventions of Writing

Uses proper capitalization 
and correct punctuation 

(.!?) consistently.  Uses a 
variety of sentence patterns. 

All words are spelled 
correctly.

Uses proper capitalization and 
correct punctuation (.!?) 

consistently. Sentences are well 
formed. All words are spelled 

correctly. 

Uses capitalization and punctuation 
correctly in most sentences. Sentence 
formation is adequate. Few spelling 

errors. 

Uses capitalization and punctuation 
correctly in some sentences.  

Sentence formation is poor. Some 
spelling errors. 

First Grade Writing Rubric - 1st Marking Period

First Grade Writing Rubric - 2nd Marking Period

First Grade Writing Rubric - 3rd Marking Period
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